226          LINDSAY'S AND WILSON'S COMMANDS        [JET. 34
murder. By keeping detachments at certain points in the line of the habitations nearest the mountains, by patrolling from post to post, and even sending small parties into the woods, the plantations and the whole country from thence to the sea is protected. I marked out the situations, and have since ordered detachments to occupy them. I divided the country into two separate commands. Major Lindsay, with five companies of the 5 5th, has charge of the quarters of Vieux Fort and Laborie. I have sent Major Wilson of the 44th Kegiment to command Souifriere and ChoiseuL He is a brother to Wilson of the 27th who was killed when with me on the day of the attack on our advanced post at De Chapeau. Major Wilson has the other five companies of the 55th and a detachment of the black corps. Their orders are to guard the plantations from the depredations of the brigands, and the coast from the landing of boats with people from St. Vincent with arms and ammunition.
As I passed through Souffriere four men were brought in who had been taken in a boat coming from St. Vincent; there had been eight of them, four had escaped. I ordered the four prisoners to be shot. I returned to Castries extremely well pleased with my tour, having gained information both with respect to the country and the character of the inhabitants. I ordered several people, who could give no reason for remaining in the island, to be shipped off. I made the investigation in public to prevent the influence of the malice of individuals. Party feeling has been so long rampant in the country, that it is impossible to believe the reports they spread of one another. The vessel I had despatched with my letter to Sir Kalph returned without finding him. This perplexed me much. One of my letters was the one (see p. 223, ante) giving an exact statement of the situation. The other was an answer to one Sir Kalph had written to me "rtith orders to send O'Meara's black corps to St. Vincent. In it I stated my reasons for detaining it here till I received his further orders. I had received his letter the day before I set out for Castries. I had already given them